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Proportion of river courses length worse than
class lll in China’s Seven Major River Basin

—&— Nationwide
—A— Hai River
—a— Yellow River
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Sources: China Water Resources Quality Bulletini2000-2005,
htte://www. hydroinie.gev.cn/ ab/szyzinb.asp
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Groundwater gets rapidly depleted and polluted




Renewable fresh water per capita

North China 728 cubic meters

China 2183

Thailand ] 3380

Japan 3386
Vietham 4513
U.S. I

Indonesia NN 122
Myanmar [EREEE 75



Low: efficiency of water use in China
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YR Water allocation situation in China 9%
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Water Shortage in the Yellow River Basin
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A drying river




Wang Shucheng (1999): the propoesal regarding the
new thinking of China’s water resources
development in the coming 21st century.
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> Updating water deye
> Reforming manalg

> Advocating poelic




2 harmonious relationship between
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> 1. Changes of flood control policy

> 2. Unified allocation and management
fior water resource within watershed

> 3. Comprehensive bullding of a water-
saving soclety

> 4. Caring about the health of rivers

> 5. Ensuring drinking water safety in
countryside

> 6. Pricing reform

15



Building a Water-Saving| Society

> From 2002, Zhangye city IS the area which
firstly initiates regional comprehensive
water-saving pilot program in China.
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The Development of Water Saving Pilots

17



National Rural Drinking Water
Safety Project




> 1. Integrated management of water
resources has been improved

> 2. Watershed management is strengthened
and reinforced

> 3. Watershed planning Is being regarded in
practice

> 4. Regional water unified management
move forward rapidly

> 5. Reform progress in water works
management system

> 6. Rapididevelopment of water user
assoclation
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Integrated Watershed Planning

> In 2002, the nation-wide water resources
comprehensive planning was initiated, and
the work has been done.




Development ofi water user association

> In 2005, the Government Issued a regulation
document of “Opinions on strengthening
building of farmesessesiateRmeigALe
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>

1. Theoretical framework of water rights system

2. “Water Law” 2002 made progress In water rights
system

3. More cases of water rights market appears

4. Large-scale, cross-sector ofi water rights transfe
has emerged in the upper Yellow River Basin

5. Legislation building of water rights and water
market speeds up

6. The effects ofi water right institutional building
are appearing gradually

I
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Changes ofi water uses after institutional
reform (1999-2003)
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Percentage of water overused by Yellow
RIVer riparian proevinces (1988-2003)
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Contrast between Runoff and Cut-off of
Yellow River (1991-2003)

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
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Water Market in the YRB

Water market as one Instrument to
promote water efficiency has
transformed from theory to practice.
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> China Is confronted with severe water crisis,
which brings challenges and opportunities
for water governance transition.

> China has made great achievements in the
water governance transition, but it can only be

regarded as a good start to responding to
water crisis.

> The transition of China’s water governance
still has a long way to go, and there are lots of

theoretical and practical issues to be reselved
ahead.
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